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© Jean-François Augé - Studio Ouest

Editorial
Welcome to the 33rd edition of Sunny Side of the Doc!

A

nd we’re back! It’s the moment we’ve all been waiting
for… to see the international documentary community
gather together again under La Rochelle’s sunny
skies, after two online editions which enabled us to stay
connected and united despite everything.
We’re glad to be back, yet we’re returning to a world in
crisis. A world which questions its future daily and where,
now more than ever before, the documentary genre plays
a decisive and civic role which must be maintained and
encouraged in the current global media landscape.
And it is with deep conviction that Sunny Side of the Doc
returns in the flesh for a face-to-face edition, to champion
and celebrate with the entire community an ideal for
peaceful coexistence and to inform new, diverse and
different audiences, today and tomorrow.
The 48 projects of the official selection stand out for their
great diversity and singular view of today’s world, echoing
our 2022 thread: New Voices.
Among the selection, 40% are first or second films (all
categories), and new territories are being seen and heard,
such as Jordan, Iceland, Kenya, the United Arab Emirates
and Slovenia. The search for authenticity and new and

different points of view are the main features the majority of
the works selected, some of which exist in a more original
format, the podcast, which is making a remarkable entry at
Sunny Side this year.
This special reunion edition has a full exhibition hall with
more than 80 confirmed exhibitors from over 20 countries
and more than 30 international delegations representing
around 500 companies.
The expected international professionals will benefit from
a rich programme of events: keynotes speeches, channel
showcases, pitch sessions, panels and conferences, Meet
the Executives, Meet the Streamers, special screenings,
networking opportunities, lunches and happy hours…
The previous two editions provided tons of takeaways for
the festival to apply this year. So for 2022, Sunny Side of
the Doc is reinventing itself and expanding its physical
marketplace with an event platform dedicated to the event
offering targeted, complementary content.
At the heart of this evolution, there is one thing that never
changes: our commitment to helping new talent emerge,
promoting diversity, fostering international co-productions
and accelerating the distribution of quality documentaries
and immersive experiences around the world.

Enjoy a happy and fruitful Sunny Side of the Doc 2022!
Roman Jeanneau, CEO
& Mathieu Béjot, Director of Strategy and Development
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About Sunny Side of the Doc
Sunny Side of the Doc
in key figures

+2 000
+400

F

Delegates

international
Decision-makers

ounded in 1990, Sunny Side of the Doc is the leading international
industry event for co-production funding and circulating
completed programmes, for linear documentaries as well as
digital storytelling and immersive experiences with PiXii Festival.

+60

Countries

Sunny Side of the Doc attracts more than 2,200 participants from
over 60 countries, including content creators (producers and
directors), decision-makers (broadcasters, streamers, foundations,
museums, social networks, sales agents) and professionals from
industries related to content creation (archives, music, etc.).

890

Companies
with accreditation

The marketplace has three main aims to:
•
•
•

+1 500

Planned one-to-one
tailored meetings

Foster the circulation of documentary programmes across
Europe and the world;
Facilitate networking between industry peers and encourage
international co-productions and the development of projects;
Inform and train industry professionals on key market trends,
media economics, breakthrough technologies, etc.

The Sunny Side of the Doc 2022 experience
For those who cannot come to La Rochelle due to travel restrictions, as well as those who will be there in person, the
2022 edition features a digital extension, offering all members of the Sunny Side of the Doc community the chance to
extend or enhance their experience.
The platform will be available from the beginning of June, enabling participants to prepare their schedules and consult
the Sunny Side official guides. Select highlights from the New Voices programme will be broadcast live, and the most
coveted sessions will be available on replay for a limited time after the market ends.
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Let’s hear from New Voices

“New Voices” is the main thread for Sunny Side of the Doc 2022. This theme will run through the marketplace in June, and
will also be applied to events and activities organised throughout the year.

Plurality of voices and talent is essential for ensuring that films remain relevant and reach
increasingly diverse audiences.
Diversity is a strength and richness. It truly drives innovation and creativity in the documentary genre. Plurality of voices
and talent is essential for ensuring that films remain relevant and reach increasingly diverse audiences.
After the Global Pitch in February which was dedicated to Women’s Voices, the 33rd edition of Sunny Side of the Doc
includes other new features designed to champion and nurture new talent, and to help them find their place in the
documentary community.

Sunny Side of the Doc 2022: Incubator and talent spotter
Enabling documentary gems come to life thanks to international co-productions is part of Sunny Side of the Doc’s
DNA. Thanks to our Projects Observatory, we can now witness and follow the progress of numerous projects that
have been created, broadcast or distributed thanks to a pitch, meeting or deal that took place during a Sunny Side
of the Doc festival edition.
This year, the marketplace is putting new voices in all their forms in the spotlight, now more than ever before:
New Voices Talent Hub
This new pitching session for 2022 is aimed at first- and second-time filmmakers and content creators with projects
which have international potential. This hub is designed to shine the spot-light on emerging creators, producers and
directors sensitive to the latest issues and inspiring stories. International decision makers are looking to provide more
visibility to industry profes-sionals from under-represented communities.
Digital Na(rra)tive Stories
The marketplace strives to help and support new forms of digital and immersive documentary projects. In addition
to the Immersive Experiences pitching session, Digital Na(arr)tive Stories is a new category focused on projects
designed natively for digital platforms, social media and video games.
New ways forward
Like every year, major industry actors and professionals from the world of XR will gather together at Sunny Side of the
Doc to explore the future of storytelling, stimulate innovative thinking and foster new collaborations. Round tables
and different case studies will be on offer to help better understand XR production and distribution challenges and
imagine future co-operations.
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Agenda
As of May 10th

Monday 20 June

Tuesday 21 June
Introductory
session

SCAM
Presentation

Global Issues
Pitch

Writting for Impact

CNC
Presentation

NHK Showcase

Introductory
session
Canada
Breakfast
+

Meet the
Executives:
RAI

Inclusion & Diversity

Wednesday 22 June

Matchmaking
XN Québec

Wildlife &
Conservation
Pitch

Digital Na(rra)tive
Stories Pitch

Meet the
Delegation:
South Africa

Women in
audiovisual
INA study
Introductory
session

Thursday 23 June

Introductory
session

Matchmaking
Canada
History
Pitch

Talent Hub
Ukraine

Arte Line-Up

Lunch TF1

Luncheon: Meet the
Italian & Spanish
Delegations

Introductory
session

France TV
Line-up
Arts & Culture
Pitch

NFT, blockchain & Metaverse:
back to Museums?

Arte Cocktail

EuroFest XR

Canal +
Line-Up

PiXii Co-Creation
Pitch

VR for Impact

RMC Line-up

Awards
Ceremony

Ocean XR

Introductory session

Introductory
session

Science
Pitch

Immersive
Experiences
Pitch

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

Training
Initiative
for Diversity

Meet the
streamers

Introductory
session
Matchmaking
SODEC

Pitching Sessions
New Voices
Talent Hub

Industry Talks

Happy Hour

Line-up & showcases
Networking Times

Special
Screening

Special
Screening

Special
Screening

Special Events
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Alongside the market
PiXii Festival
PiXii Festival is a place in which digital and creative cultures emerge. This
free international festival open to all is also a marketplace for innovation,
as well as a collaboration accelerator for cultural offerings from platforms,
museums and heritage sites around the world.
Since 2017, PiXii Festival has been running alongside Sunny Side of the Doc,
the international marketplace for documentary and narrative experiences.
Every year, PiXii brings together content creators, innovative tech studios &
companies, and cultural decision-makers, providing a space to help them
expand their networks, find new investment opportunities for documentary
production and distribution, and spark innovative collaborations with the
cultural and heritage sectors.
Following the success of the 2021 edition which welcomed over a thousand
festival-goers, PiXii Festival will continue its strategy in presenting the
best of cultural immersion, teaming up with six emblematic cultural and
heritage sites in La Rochelle: La Tour De La Chaîne (Centre Des Monuments
Nationaux), the Natural History Museum, Musée Du Nouveau Monde, La
Rochelle city hall, Maison Henri II (Centre Intermondes) and Saint-Sauveur
church.
For the very first time, PiXii Festival will be twinned with the second
edition of Palais Augmenté, which will take place in Paris at the Grand
Palais Ephémère from 17 to 19 June 2022, in partnership with Fisheye
and RMN Grand-Palais.

PIXII
FESTIVAL

18-23 Juin 2022
Entrée Gratuite
#PIXIIFESTIVAL

Programmation, billetterie,
infos pratiques :

6ème édition du
Festival International
des Cultures Digitales

www.pixii-larochelle.fr

PiXii co-creation

Programme Ex-Oriente

PiXii Co-Creation is the first European incubator for
immersive projects, established as an international
path of collaborative digital creation. Coordinated by
Sunny Side of the Doc, in partnership with Creatis,
2K Films, MUTEK and with the support of Creative
Europe’s Culture programme, PiXii Co-Creation
is dedicated to the digital mediation and cultural
innovation industries.
Sunny Side of the Doc will host the third and final
workshop, giving the four chosen teams the
opportunity to present their projects in a prominent
international professional environment.

Sunny Side of the Doc is also a partner of the European
training programme Ex Oriente Film Workshop 2022.
The call for applications closes in May 2022 to select
12 documentary projects (in development or early
production phase) that will be supported for one year.
Sunny Side of the Doc is the first step of the training
programme and will welcome all the participants for
the first session titled “Find your Way – Vision, Space
and Storytelling.”
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Sunny Side of the Doc’s Gold Partners

France Télévision, the leading documentary broadcaster in France
Considered as an essential element of public service media, documentaries are present on all the group’s platforms, both
linear and digital. They are firmly in line with the challenges of our time, our society and our democracy. From the most
unique works to films aimed at the widest audiences, they simply tell us, move us, enlighten us… Documentary storytelling
and making are constantly renewed, thanks to all the talents – producers, directors, authors – providing this art form a
powerful originality and a real modernity.

Documentary at the heart of ARTE’s editorial offer
As the basis of its editorial offer (on air, on its arte.tv platform and on its social channels, which gathers 18 million
subscribers), ARTE’s documentary offering is a major axis of the channel, even more so because it provides the keys to
understanding the upheavals of the world. As the channel celebrates its 30th anniversary in 2022, ARTE wishes more than
ever to innovate and cultivate its singularity: affirming the views of authors, proposing new narrative forms adapted to the
audience’s needs and delivering great documentary stories that enrich the European democratic space.

Telefilm Canada—Partner of Choice
Telefilm is dedicated to the cultural, commercial and industrial success of Canada’s audiovisual industry. Through funding
and promotion programs, Telefilm supports dynamic companies and creative talent at home and around the world.
Telefilm also makes recommendations regarding the certification of audiovisual treaty coproductions to the Minister of
Canadian Heritage, and administers the programs of the Canada Media Fund. Visit telefilm.ca and follow us on Twitter
at twitter.com/telefilm_canada and on Facebook at facebook.com/telefilmcanada.
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THE DEPARTMENT, PARTNER
OF ARTISTIC AND CULTURAL CREATION
SUNNY SIDE OF THE DOC 2022

Join us from the 20th to the 23rd June 2022 on www.sunnysideofthedoc.com
From the 20th to the 23rd of June 2022, the 33rd international documentary market will take
place in La Rochelle. Accompanied by the 6th edition of the PiXii Festival, professionals of the
industry will be able to meet and share their experiences throughout new creatives opportunities to
shape tomorrow’s industry.
Partner since 2006 (€20,000 grant for the Sunny Side Of The Doc Festival and for the PiXii Festival), the
Department, as part of its policy to support film, audiovisual and multimedia production, is once
again on board!

○○ Culture at the heart of our policy

Since 2000, the department has been supporting audio visual
creation and is willing to endorse its expansion. Today, with the newly
established “NOTRe” law (Nouvelle Organisation Territoriale de la République
- meaning New Territorial Organization of the Republic), only the NouvelleAquitaine Region is able to support its economic development.
However, the department can strengthen its policy towards audiovisual
and multimedia arts as parts of its supports to culture once the creations
have been validated by “Comité Régional des Experts longs-métrages,
courts-métrages et documentaires”.
In 2022, the Department helped 14 projects (fictions, short movies,
feature film and documentaries) for an overall budget of 374,000€. Those
creations, productions and filming have a substantial impact on the
promotion and attractiveness of the Charente Maritime Department.

○○ A dedicated financial aid to the documentary production

Thanks to its financial aid, the department is able to fund more than 10 companies every year in
Charente-Maritime.

In 2022, The Charente-Maritime Department
supported 4 documentaries for an amount of 43.000€.

The department is willing to help any event and opportunities that aims to develop and flourish
the creation and spread of cultural and audiovisual arts :
● Creation and production.
● Artistic education, knowledge cultural dissemination and public development.
● Meetings and events.
● Cinema production.
● Cultural heritage.
Organised by the Department :
● The festival of festivals - a melting pot of the amazing cultural diversity that Charente-Maritime
offers, thanks to its number of festivals and supported by our collectivity.
● “Hors les murs” sessions to promote cultural dissemination in remote areas.
● Pupils jury to involve children from Charente-Maritime, from the age of 12 to 15 in great
events to enrich their knowledge of the industry, allowing them discover what’s happening
behind the scenes!
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PRESS RELEASE
La Rochelle, 26 April 2022

LA ROCHELLE, a territory of the moving image
As a long-standing partner of the Sunny Side of the Doc, the La Rochelle
conurbation renews its support to the international documentary and
storytelling marketplace by hosting its 33rd edition from 20 to 23 June
2022.
Sunny Side of the Doc, one of the most important events in La Rochelle,
brings together over 2,000 international professionals and generates
significant direct and indirect economic benefits throughout the area. It
contributes to the exposure and appeal of the La Rochelle conurbation and
boosts the moving image and ICT industry, which represents 150
companies, nearly 1,000 jobs, and 100 million euros in sales.
This 33rd edition, “New Voices - Place aux Nouvelles voix”, aims to bring
to light emerging talents and promote onscreen diversity and pluralism.
© Julien Chauvet

La Rochelle is also pleased to be teaming up with the PiXii
Festival, the international festival of Digital Cultures, for
its 6th edition, which is still free and open to all. This
year, the event will be paired with the 2nd edition of
Palais Augmenté, allowing the city to host a unique
selection of AR art pieces. The audience will have the
privilege to discover the art pieces of the Festival Palais
Augmenté that will be held simultaneously in Paris.
After the record attendance of last year's edition, with
over a thousand festivalgoers, the PiXii Festival will
continue to offer the best cultural immersive experience
© Christophe Breschi
in the heart of La Rochelle by presenting six of the most
emblematic cultural and heritage sites of La Rochelle. This will be a great opportunity to put the wonders
of this beautiful coastal city in the spotlight.

For over a decade now, La Rochelle has been asserting itself as a territory of the moving image. Already a
favoured location of filmmakers for over a century with the likes of Denys de la Patellière, Claude Sautet
and Pierre Granier-Deferre, not to mention Patrick Grandperret, La Rochelle has emerged as a showcase
of the moving image industry.
Thanks to the quality of the amenities offered by Espace
Encan and La Coursive, as well as the hospitality and
responsiveness of the local authorities, La Rochelle has
convinced major cultural and professional events like Side of
the Doc to make it their home each year. Other events are
already firmly anchored on the territory, such as the La
Rochelle Cinema Festival, the second-largest French Film
Festival in terms of attendance after Cannes with around
75,000 filmgoers, the TV Fiction Festival, the Escales
Documentaires or the Adventure Film Festival, the Japanese
Film Festival, the Zero1 Festival, and more.
© Julien Chauvet

BUREAU PRESSE / RESPONSABLES DES RELATIONS MEDIAS
Cabinet du Maire de La Rochelle et Président de la Communauté d’Agglomération
Géraldine de Oliveira - +33 (06) 78 82 95 04 - geraldine.de-oliveira@ville-larochelle.fr
Anne Michon - +33 (06) 17 01 43 72 - anne.michon@agglo-larochelle.fr
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Co-funded by

Gold Partners

Silver Partners

Bronze Partners
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Partner Delegations

Pitch Sponsors

Institutional Partners

Industry Partners
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Event Partners

Media Partners

Powered by
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For more information about Sunny Side of the Doc, PiXii Festival, and
applications for press accreditation, visit the online press room.
Media Contact:
Philippe Le Gall
phlegall75@gmail.com
+33 (0)6 62 38 20 56

sunnysideofthedoc.com
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