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T

he documentary community has been
particularly resilient over the last year. Despite
some opportunities, think of archive-based
docs for instance, and a wealth of creativity in the
industry, the pandemic has badly hit a genre which
rely more than others on travelling, contacts and
interactions with the outside world. The picture
is even bleaker for immersive experiences whose
commissioners and exhibitors have lost their
audience and a significant part of their income.
The community will need to be resilient still in the
coming months, in order to face a long-lasting
impact of the crisis and the dramatic changes
in the industry which have been accelerated or
amplified by the pandemic, particularly in terms of
usage.
The changes also bring opportunities, naturally,
especially for the factual genre, which is
increasingly popular, including among younger
audiences. Furthermore, documentaries are in
sync with current issues and expectations, from
fighting fake news to decrypting and reflecting the
complexity and diversity of our world.
Even though we still have a long way to improve
the inclusion of communities which have been too
voiceless and invisible.
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Trough #StorytellingMatters, these issues will
permeate Sunny Side of the Doc and PiXii Festival.
Besides the presentations of legacy players, we will
welcome platforms and social networks which are
challenging narratives, usage as well as business
models.
Aside from sharing experiences and best practices
in diversity, inclusion and gender parity, our Talent
Hubs will highlight female filmmakers and talents
from Central and Eastern Europe.
As usual, the 4-day market is an opportunity to
look at the state of documentary, to shed light and
anticipate the current changes, to help promising
projects find international partners at our pitching
sessions, and to provide a market platform for the
distribution of completed films. In order to allow
you to enjoy the full program, and to have time for
meetings and interactions, the platform will go live
on June 7th.
While preparing this online edition, the Sunny Side
of the Doc team has been overwhelmed by your
continued commitment to our event, and by the
unwavering support of our partners. We thank you
and wish you all a fruitful market.
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Sunny Side of the Doc: a hub for the international documentary community
2020 proved to be a crucial year full of change for the international documentary industry. From creation to
distribution, the whole sector responded with force to overcome the many challenges faced.
Nonetheless, the definition of an international co-production marketplace has also evolved. That’s why
in 2021, Sunny Side of the Doc has decided to become not only an unmissable four-day event in the
documentary world taking place in La Rochelle, but also a genuine hub for the community.
We provide access, interaction and curation through:
- A community platform to promote interaction and global cooperation
- A programme filled with industry events to enhance discovery and training throughout the year
- An international event designed to foster networking, revamp ideas, initiate new collaborations and
develop new stories.
And of course, to encourage exchange before and after Sunny Side of the Doc.
Now more than ever #StorytellingMatters.

From June 7th to June 30th, registered professionals to Sunny Side of the
Doc and PiXii Festival 2021 will be able to connect directly to the digital
platform of the international marketplace using the credentials of their
account MySunny Space (email address and password).

Join forces on:
https://sunnysideofthedoc.app.swapcard.com
Full Program
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The platform and its interactive features will allow delegates to access:
• The list of participants (to start conversations and networking)
• All sessions & events from 2021 edition (ability to create your own agenda)
• The list of exhibitors
• The list of speakers
• The list of experts (ability to request one-to-one meetings from June 14th
to 24th)
• The screening library featuring all projects and programs registered
• The XR video library of PiXii Festival
• The news & resources: Buyers’ Guide, Sellers’ Guide, Official Selections
(Pitch, Talent Hubs, Work in Progress and PiXii Festival) as well as our media
partners’ materials.
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Projects Observatory by Sunny Side: initial review and prospects
By launching, in October 2020, the Projects Observatory, Sunny Side of
the Doc works alongside the international documentary community when
it comes to developing content, financing co-productions, and buying
and selling non-fiction projects, completed programmes and immersive
experiences for all platforms.
The Observatory’s data is based on a survey from producers of prize-winning
projects and official selections from previous years at Sunny Side of the
Doc, between 2018 and the Global Pitch of 2021.
© Jean-François Augé - Studio Ouest

72 of them agreed to respond to our questionnaire between October
2020 and May 2021.

This project monitoring will be one of the development axes of Sunny Side of the Doc over the coming
years with the goal of highlighting the major and rich teaching elements of the life of a documentary work,
from its first presentation to the international documentary market until its release.
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Thematics

61

Coproduction
Countries

63

and/
% Directed
or produced by
female talents

201
50

Countries in which
projets were sold

pitched
% Projects
at other events

Status
October 2020

17 Completed
9 In Post-Production
28 In Production
18 On Hold
*Countries of origin: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India ,Ireland, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Spain,
Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America.
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#StorytelllingMatters
#StorytellingMatters
#StorytellingMatters This conviction will be the central theme to all our market activities, helping bring to
light stories which question, engage and impact.
We’ll support the international documentary community who remains stubbornly insistent on pursuing
facts through a mode of seeing, investigating and creating that no other art form provides.
Take a look at the real world through the lens of our four core pillars defining the future of storytelling:
•
•
•
•

Global Challenges and Cooperation (from Global Pitch to Global Impact)
Immersive Realities and Engagement (from Story-Living to Augmented Learning)
Emerging Talent and Access (from Central and Eastern Europe to New Creators)
Ethical Best Practices and Diversity (from Honest Introspection to Permanent Progress)

Pitch Sessions: 42 boundary-pushing projects

© Jean-François Augé - Studio Ouest

Not only are our Pitch Sessions the cornerstone of
Sunny Side of the Doc and a real opportunity for
international co-productions, but they continue
to be one of the most popular events at the
market place. This year we received around 270
submissions: the juries selected 42 projects from
18 different countries*, of which 72% are created
or produced by women.
In turn inspiring, unsettling and impactful,
these projects stand out due to their originality,
international potential and continuous search for
new ways of storytelling. They will be presented
during six themed sessions and one-to-one
meetings with support from our partners: RTBF
for the Global Issues Pitch, PBS International for
the History Pitch, Science & Vie TV (Mediawan)
for the Science Pitch, West Lake International
Documentary Festival for the Arts & Culture
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Pitch, The Redford Center and Love Nature for the
Wildlife & Conservation Pitch, and Ubisoft for the
Immersive Experiences Pitch.
Like last year, our mentors have helped the creators
prepare their pre-recorded, seven-minute Pitch videos
for the marketplace. A live stream will take place at
the end of each session, giving decision-makers the
chance to share their comments live.
The winners will be revealed at the awards
ceremony on Thursday 24th June 2021 at 8pm.
*: Armenia, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chili, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Spain, UK, USA.

Discover the Official Selection here.
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#Cooperation
#Cooperation
Cooperation is part of Sunny Side of the Doc’s DNA. Through cooperation, we can initiate encounters
between leading international producers and broadcasters looking to embark on high value-added projects.
In 2021, the international marketplace organised several fruitful events designed to promote networking
and collaboration with one goal in mind: to discover new talent.
Meet The Executives: matching the market’s needs
Recognising the needs of buyers and heads of programming from around the world, understanding
their working methods, discovering their programming strategies and their future editorial directions –
these are just some of the topics addressed during our Meet the Executives sessions. During the fourday marketplace, Sunny Side of the Doc hands the floor over to audio-visual industry decision-makers
from: Netflix, National Geographic, PBS International, Smithsonian Networks (in partnership with AST
- Association Science & Télévision / Festival PARISCIENCE), NOVA.
Global Doc, together with international pubcasters
Global Doc is an editorial, creative and financial alliance between various international public broadcasters
whose shared goal is to initiate and co-create ambitious documentary projects. For the 3rd year at Sunny
Side of the Doc, this session will highlight new initiatives led by France Télévisions and its partners, as for
instance the “Europe” project, produced by Boréales, in co-production with the BBC, ZDF and EBU as well as
the National Museum of Natural History in Paris. Around projects with high stakes, broadcasters worldwide
Meet The Delegations: enhanced co-creation through knowledge sharing
Knowledge sharing drives cooperation. Sunny Side of the Doc brings this credo to life providing numerous
opportunities for exchange during the 21st to 24th June. Delegations of innovative producers with their
inspiring projects will come meet industry professionals to present their stories, strike up international
collaborations and expand their networks. Sunny Side of the Doc is delighted to welcome delegations
from: Finland (Audiovisual Producers Finland - APFI), Spain (ICEX Spain Trade and Investment), Catalonia
(Catalan Films), The Basque Country (BASQUE AUDIOVISUAL), Central and Eastern Europe (Institute of
Documentary Film), Germany (AG DOK et German Films), Chile (ChileDoc).
As alway, our commitment to careful matchmaking between international producers remains intact, albeit
in an online format. Matchmaking sessions will provide a unique opportunity to develop factual and
documentary projects coming from Canada, Poland, Italy, Central & Eastern Europe with financing &
coproduction partners.
Ask the Experts: be fully prepared for the market
Following the huge success of the first edition which saw more than 250 meetings take place, Sunny
Side of the Doc and PiXii Festival will once again call upon well-known figures from the documentary
and narrative experiences sector to take part in 20-minute online meetings. It’s the opportunity to ask
questions and queries concerning your projects in development, regarding storytelling, hybrid formats,
co-productions, financing, distribution and much more.
The idea is to optimise networking opportunities and get ready for the marketplace. Ask the Expert meetings
will take place from 14th June (until 24th June) via the event’s digital platform. Those poised to take part
include: Europe Créative (bureaux France, Allemagne, Pologne), l’Impact Social Club, KissKissBankBank,
XR HUB Bavaria, Espresso TV, Film Transit, Movies That Matter, Cat&Docs, West One Music Group, etc.
Any registered professional to Sunny Side of the Doc and PiXii Festival 2021 can request an appointment
with experts whose status and available slots will be visible.
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#Diversity
#Diversity
Diversity fosters innovation and creativity. In the wake of the #MeToo and #BlackLivesMatter movements,
the industry has grown more aware of the need to better include and represent a diversity of talents and
voices.
Therefore, it seemed only natural that Sunny Side of the Doc commit to creating a space where diversity
and inclusivity can blossom throughout the programme.

Women in Doc Talent Hub
We’re seeing an increasing number of projects
directed and produced by women in major markets
and festivals, and Sunny Side of the Doc wants to put
those stories and talents in the spotlight by presenting
six engaging and original stories at different stages of
production.
With support from CoPro, EWA Network (European
Women’s Audiovisual Network), Women Make Movies.
Sponsored by Arte.
© Jean-François Augé - Studio Ouest

Discover the projects here.

Roundtable: Why we’re still talking about WOMEN
Much has been written about women in film these past months. But what is the state of play in documentary?
How does the female gaze relate to documentary film making, and come to that, what does the female
gaze even mean? Why does it matter?
Because the question of gender equality includes the question of diversity and inclusion in every sense,
Sunny Side of the Doc is organising a round table to shine a mindful yet lucid light on the situation in the
documentary sector.
Sponsored by Curiosity Stream.
Revamping the Doc Industry #2: Diversity & Inclusion, the initiatives driving action, not just
talk!
After tackling the issue of regulating streamers as part of our year-round Passport to Sunny Side of
the Doc for industry professionals, the second chapter in our series of talks devoted to revamping the
documentary industry will focus on the issue of diversity and inclusion*.
In the wake of the #MeToo and #BlackLivesMatter movements, the industry has grown more aware of the
need to better include and represent a diversity of talents and voices. From ‘no diversity, no commission’
policies to the leverage of public funding, how are self-regulation and regulation turning the tide?
In cooperation with EFAD (European Film Agency Directors association) and the Institute of Documentary
Film (IDF).
*: Round table open to all and streamed live on Facebook. (Monday June 21st, 2pm CEST)
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Register here

PRESS FILE

#Diversity
#Diversity
Netflix special prize for inclusion and diversity
Netflix returns to Sunny Side of the Doc – this time with its inaugural
Inclusion and Diversity Prize, which will be awarded to one of the
42 projects from the official selection.
This year, it was more important than ever to highlight and
recognise the contribution and commitment made by talented
documentary makers across the globe, and to continue advocating
for more diversity and inclusion on and off the screen. In this
collective endeavour, Netflix and Sunny Side of the Doc are very
pleased to collaborate and present the New Voices Award, a
newly-created prize for up-and-coming voices fighting their way to
the top of the industry and bringing new perspectives through the
lens of storytelling.
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#EmergingTalents
#EmergingTalents
Supporting diverse, new talent emerging from the industry is one of Sunny Side of the Doc’s primary
mission. With this year’s central theme of #StorytellingMatters, the event will shine the spotlight on new
voices and previously untold stories via a panorama CEE and dedicated activities held online from 21st to
24th June, casting a light on positive, inspiring stories.
Talent Hub: getting new voices heard from Central & Eastern Europe
We are committed to encourage countries who are less represented on the international market. In order
to achieve this, our team has joined forces with key European partners active in the sector, to help identify
these new emerging talents.
As part of the Panorama on Central & Eastern Europe, the Talent Hub will showcase five projects in
development and production.
Sponsored by IDF Institute of Documentary Film.
Discover the projects here.
Central & Eastern Europe Work in Progress Showcase & Case Study "Collective"
As a natural addition to the Talent Hub, the WIP session will showcase 5 projects from Central & Eastern
Europe which will be soon ready to hit international festivals, broadcasters and platforms, looking for
international sales, pre-sales and buyers.
Sponsored by Al Jazeera Balkans Documentary Film Festival & Al Jazeera Balkans.
Discover the projects here.
Case study on one of the greatest docs about journalism and democracy at war with itself: from concept
to global reach!
Romanian director Alexander Nanau’s Oscar-Nominated documentary revisits a deadly 2015 fire that
brought down the Romanian government and exposed the catastrophic health care system.
Romanian producer Bianca Oana and HBO Europe’s Hanka Kastelicová will provide key insights on the
challenges in producing this gripping story of investigative journalism and reaching global success. World
sales are handled by Philippa Kowarsky at Cinephil.
2021 Grants Europe’s Got Talent
With the ongoing support from the Creative Europe’s MEDIA programme, a new group of 10 emerging
documentary producers and talent from Central and Eastern Europe will be invited to join the 2021
edition of Sunny Side of the Doc online. To facilitate easier access to our documentary market, grants were
awarded to recipients from : Croatia, Romania, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Estonia, Moldova, Armenia,
Hungary, Serbia. Supported and coached by Pitch the Doc and HBO Europe.
In parallel, and for the first time, Sunny Side of the Doc initiated a partnership with Ex Oriente Film.
Ex Oriente Film is an international training programme for documentary professionals supporting the
development and funding of projects from Central and Eastern Europe. Directors and producers of the 12
selected projects will get guidance from a group of experienced leading tutors, including director and
producer Filip Remunda, director and dramaturg Ivana Pauerová Miloševičová, producers and experts
Iikka Vehkalahti, Mikael Opstrup and Tue Steen Müller.
The Ex Oriente Film tutors will also mentor projects shortlisted for Sunny Side of the Doc’s 2021 Talent Hub
and Work in Progress showcases as part of this year’s Panorama of Central and Eastern Europe.
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#Engagement
#Engagement
The power of storytelling has grown and become a force for helping people navigate the tremendous
challenges and changes brought on by the pandemic, climate crisis and obscurantism. To that extent, the
2021 edition will particularly put the spotlight on committed players and projects which inspire change and
shine a light on action for the future.
New sources of funding, synergies with foundations and projects leading to impact campaigns will
therefore be on the program.
Meet The Foundations: a co-production alternative
For the first time ever, Sunny Side of the Doc is bringing together international foundations and nonprofit organisations which help promote and produce documentaries on an international scale. What are
their roadmaps? How can they help bring a project to life? How to create a successful (and profitable)
impact campaign? These and many more important questions will be answered during the international
marketplace, featuring: Sundance Institute, Ford Foundation, The Redford Center.
8 BILLION, an initiative from WWF, Off the Fence, WaterBear & The Resilient Foundation

8 BILLION is a multi-media initiative and online community for shared visions, hopes and beliefs joining
forces to defend planet earth. Spanning the next 10 years, the project will bring together faith, arts and
science communities to paint an intimate portrait with a series of stories about how humans all over the
world celebrate and protect nature. The most powerful films – for which the majority are self-produced –
will be available via 8 BILLION.
Collaborative and impactful storytelling is used to highlight an issue that transcends geographic, religious
and ethnic borders.

For the first time, Ushuaia TV will reward one of the projects pitched
for 2021 to encourage the creation of a documentary film that is
particularly a source of inspiration, impact and global change in
terms of great challenges, defense of the environment or social
justice.
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#PiXiiFestival
#PiXiiFestival
The 5th edition of PiXii, the international festival of digital cultures, will have a brand new look as it takes over
the city of La Rochelle from 19th to 24th June 2021. Expect immersive experiences around the city, along with
various business opportunities for industry professionals.
The 5th edition of PiXii Festival will continue its strategy in helping foster international co-production
opportunities and networking between producers, broadcasters, platforms and cultural actors in the world
of XR. Working in cooperation top cultural sites, PiXii Festival will take over La Rochelle, expanding its
programme for the general public and locals, as well as for creative and cultural industry professionals.
From June 7, an online video library will also make it possible to discover the official selection of XR films
for accredited professionals.
Discover the official selections here.

Natural History
Museum

Aquarium

Musée du
Nouveau Monde

La Rochelle
Towers (Centre
des Monuments
Nationaux)

SNCF TGV train
station

The Industry Conferences
More than ever, immersive works need strong support that allows them international visibility… and new
sources of funding.
XR and LBE: creative AND profitable?
The question of the distribution of XR works is at the heart of the challenges for the immersive industry,
appearing at the writing stage and sometimes influencing its production. However, rare are the examples
where creativity rhymes with profitability. Are the two approaches incompatible? Through pragmatic
feedback, this session aims to pose frankly the pitfalls of a distribution still too far removed from the
creation process.
Incubateur du Patrimoine : Innovation and start-up from Le Centre des Monuments Nationaux
Numerous innovative start-ups are breaking new ground in the heritage sector. By developing new services,
tools and devices, they’re helping heritage sites reach a wider audience and increase access to culture to
both international audiences as well as those with limited access to culture. Among them, PiXii Festival will
present the 2021 selection for l’Incubateur du Patrimoine (Heritage Incubator), under the leadership of Le
Centre des Monuments Nationaux (CMN).
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Uncovering the Secrets of Ancient Japan with NHK 8K Technology in Partnership with Tokyo
National Museum
NHK will present the technology behind the series Fresh Encounters with our Cultural Heritage (3 x 30
min) produced in collaboration with the Tokyo National Museum. NHK and the Tokyo National Museum
have been engaged in a joint research project Cultural Heritage in 8K. The aim is to produce an ultra-highdefinition 3DCG digital inventory of the artifacts in the museum including national treasures. This makes
it possible to capture every detail of the artifacts inside and out for the viewers to see. Combining their
expertise, both organizations collaborated to seek new ways of art appreciation in the forms of VR, AR,
Projection Mapping and other digital means.

Mobile first: how to create content for mobile ... natively?
Many artists, audiovisual groups, museums and cultural institutions have recently taken to social networks
with an editorial proposal aimed at offering new forms of storytelling and broadening their audiences. At
the heart of this strategy is the smartphone, omnipresent in the hands of the new generation of spectators/
visitors and in particular the practices of certain territories. At a time when TikTok, SnapChat, YouTube,
Twitch are delineating our relationship to content, how can we produce specifically for social networks on
mobile? What funding and income prospects? What developments? And tomorrow, all in a network?
In partnership with Annecy FIFA/MIFA

About PiXii’s professional meetings in La Rochelle
Support for XR projects: new funding, new opportunities
Monday June 21st : 4.30 pm - 5.30 pm
From the incubation kickstarters to private investors, including the granting of loans and public funding,
support for XR is on the increase. However, «one size fits all» is not the rule. In the presence of major
players in support of XR, a brief panorama (not exhaustive) of creation support.
Speakers: BPI France, Banque des Territoires, CNC, 104 Factory

Lady Sapiens: Case Study of an XR Co-Creation ecosystem
Tuesday June 22nd : 11h30 - 12h30
Short film, VR Experience, documentary, «Lady Sapiens» is the perfect example of a real successful
ecosystem and a collaboration between a producer, a broadcaster, a video game publisher and a
cultural operator.
Speakers: France Télévisions, Ubisoft, Little Big Story, Paléosite de Saint-Césaire.

12

© Doc Services Sunny Side of the Doc 2021

PRESS FILE

Festival Conferences and roundtables
PiXii invests La Rochelle
Focus on the Official Selection and partnership opportunities Museums / Immersive Productions
For its 2021 edition, PiXii Festival has teamed up with several of La Rochelle’s most-loved cultural and
heritage sites. They will act as the backdrop for the immersive experiences selected from our international
call for immersive experiences. Are museums the new venues for immersion? Crossed points of view
between the producers of these experiences and museum representatives. What modes of production
and distribution? Is a (real) business model possible?
PiXii Co-Creation: the European incubator for immersive projects
PiXii Festival launched in early 2021, the PiXii Co-Creation incubator, coordinated by Sunny Side of the
Doc, in partnership with Creatis, 2K Films, MUTEK and with the support of the Creative Europe Culture
sub-programme and MoMUS in Greece. This new European initiative aims to develop synergies between
innovative artists and studios, players in digital mediation and cultural institutions in order to develop
collaborative immersive content projects of international scope.
This European incubator of immersive projects was established as a 24-month international collaborative
digital creation journey.
The official selection of the 12 successful candidates will be unveiled on June 21, before a first workshop
in Brussels and a matchmaking session during the KIKK Festival in Namur 2021.
More information on: https://pixiico-creation.eu
Bridging Culture chapter 2: feedback from immersive heritage projects in Europe (in partnership
with MEDIA)
Every year, PiXii showcase examples of cultural operators (museums, heritage sites, tourism organisations)
working together with creators of immersive devices. After an initial progress report on the projects
presented in 2020, this session will highlight several innovative programs, built in collaboration between
cultural operators, VR studios, universities and research programs, all supported by Europe Creative.

Digital Crossroads : PiXii Festival in partnership with the Institut Français
PiXii Festival is pleased to join forces and support the efforts of the online program Digital Crossroads
(May to October 2021) to promote the French digital creation and offers to put international professionals
in contact with their French counterparts. Our joint actions and B2B meetings encourage the development
of coproductions, facilitate the export of French works and enable the access to new international markets.
During the 4-day event, a delegation of decision-makers (cultural operators, representatives of the French
Institute) will attend to initiate future exchanges and collaborations.
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Press conferences, line-ups & presentations
Every year, television channels and partner institutions come to Sunny Side of the Doc to announce their
hotly anticipated news and are open to interactions with speakers via live chat:
- Creative Europe MEDIA 2021-2027:Monday 21st June at 9am
- CNC: Monday 21st June at 11:30am
- Scam: Tuesday 22nd June at 2pm
- Syndicat des Producteurs Indépendants (SPI): Wednesday 23rd June at 12:30pm
- Union Syndicale de la Production Audiovisuelle (USPA): Thursday 24th June at 3:30pm
- France Télévisions: Monday 21st June at 12:30pm
- Netflix: Monday 21st June at 4:30pm
- RMC Découverte: Tuesday 22nd June at 12:30pm
- Histoire TV & Ushuaia TV (Groupe TF1): Wednesday 23rd June at 10:30am
- Groupe Canal +: Wednesday 23rd June at 11:30am
- NHK Showcase: Thursday 24th June at 9am
- ARTE: Thursday 24th June at 11am
- Awards Ceremony and closing address: Thursday 24th June at 8pm
All time references are set on CEST.

What’s next?
Revamping the Doc industry #3: a doc Green Deal on the horizon?
(Autumn 2021)
The third and final episode of our series of online conferences dedicated to revamping the documentary
industry will take place in the autumn, organised in cooperation with EFAD (European Film Agency Directors
association) and the Institute of Documentary Film.
Sustainability is the theme for the third part of our series of industry talks. To make the transition towards
a more sustainable industry with more environmentally-friendly production practices, knowledge,
experience and best practices must be shared between public and private decision-makers, as well as
initiatives beyond the documentary sector, like the European Green Deal.

Full Program

Press accreditation

Social Networks:
#StorytellingMatters
#SSD21 #PiXiiFestival

Contacts
Press
Stéphane MALAGNAC
+33 (0)6 11 83 83 74
stephane@sunnysideofthedoc.com
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Communications
Aurélie REMAN
+33 (0)5 46 55 79 94
aurelie@sunnysideofthedoc.com
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Our 2021 posters
For the 2021 edition of Sunny Side of the Doc and PiXii Festival, Studio Helm’s founder and creative director
Scott Roberts has created an iconic and fun identity which brings together a diverse range of people with
a shared passion for documentary and digital storytelling.
"Studio Helm has long admired the Sunny Side of the Doc’s international marketplace event, so
naturally we were thrilled to create their brand campaign for 2021. The central theme this year
was one that resonated with our own philosophy of creating stories which question, engage and
impact: #StorytellingMatters.
In ancient times, the oral tradition of storytelling was done in front of a campfire. The identity is an
abstracted and contemporised depiction of campfire embers, shooting high into the air, burning
bright and illuminating all before them. Documentary filmmaking is, after all, the art of shining
a light on stories that deserve the world’s attention. It ignites people’s thirst for knowledge, and
fuels their curiosity."

Sunny Side of the Doc 2021

15

© Doc Services Sunny Side of the Doc 2021

PiXii Festival 2021
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A word from France Télévisions and ARTE,
Gold Partners of Sunny Side of the Doc 2021

France Télévisions, the leading documentary broadcaster in France
Considered as an essential element of public service media, documentaries are present on all the group’s
platforms, both linear and digital. They are firmly in line with the challenges of our time, our society and our
democracy. From the most unique works to films aimed at the widest audiences, they simply tell us, move
us, enlighten us… Documentary storytelling and making are constantly renewed, thanks to all the talents producers, directors, authors - providing this art form a powerful originality and a real modernity.

Documentary at the heart of ARTE’s editorial offer
As the basis of its editorial offer (on air, on its platform arte.tv and on its social channels), the documentary
genre remains a priority for ARTE, in the face of the accelerating world. With a rich European cultural
offering as a reference, the channel is cultivating its singularity more than ever: taking on the views of
authors, proposing new narrative forms adapted to all channels, and delivering great stories that contribute
to public and European debate.
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Press Release

THE DEPARTMENT, PARTNER
OF ARTISTIC AND CULTURAL CREATION

SUNNY SIDE OF THE DOC 2021 • Fully Online

Join us from the 21st to the 24th June 2021 on www.sunnysideofthedoc.com
From the 21st to the 24th of June 2021, the 32nd international documentary market will take place in La
Rochelle. Accompanied by the 5th edition of the PiXii Festival, this event will be connected, 100% accessible
remotely. Despite the current situation, professionals of the industry will be able to meet and share their
experiences throughout new creatives opportunities to shape tomorrow’s industry.
Partner since 2006 (€25,000 grant for the Sunny Side Of The Doc Festival and €2,500 this year for the PiXii Festival) ,
the Department, as part of its policy to support film, audiovisual and multimedia production, is once again
on board!

○○ Culture at the heart of our policy

Since 2000, the department has been supporting audio visual creation and is
willing to endorse its expansion. Today, with the newly established “NOTRe” law
(Nouvelle Organisation Territoriale de la République - meaning New Territorial Organization of the
Republic), only the Nouvelle-Aquitaine Region is able to support its economic
development.
However, the department can strengthen its policy towards audiovisual and
multimedia arts as parts of its supports to culture once the creations have been
validated by “Comité Régional des Experts longs-métrages, courts-métrages et
documentaires”.
In 2020, the Department helped 21 projects (fictions, short movies, feature film and
documentaries) for an overall budget of 419,000€. Those creations, productions
and filming have a substantial impact on the promotion and attractiveness of the
Charente Maritime Department.

○○ A dedicated financial aid to the documentary production

Thanks to its financial aid, the department is able to fund more than 10 companies every year in Charente-Maritime.

In 2020, The Charente-Maritime Department
supported 4 documentaries for an amount of 36.000€.
The department is willing to help any event and opportunities that aims to develop and flourish the
creation and spread of cultural and audiovisual arts:
 Creation and production.
 Artistic education, knowledge cultural dissemination and public development.
 Meetings and events.
 Cinema production.
 Cultural heritage.
Organised by the Department :
 “En voiture Cinoche” Outdoor, drive-in cinemas available all over the Department at the summer.
 The festival of festivals - a melting pot of the amazing cultural diversity that Charente-Maritime offers, thanks to its
number of festivals and supported by our collectivity.
 “Hors les murs” sessions to promote cultural dissemination in remote areas.
 Pupils jury to involve children from Charente-Maritime, from the age of 12 to 15 in great events to enrich
their knowledge of the industry, allowing them discover what’s happening behind the scenes !

Hôtel de la Communauté d’Agglomération
6 rue Saint-Michel - 17086 La Rochelle
05 46 30 34 00
www.agglo-larochelle.fr
La Rochelle Agglo
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LA ROCHELLE: territory of the moving image

As a long-standing partner of the Sunny Side of the Doc, La Rochelle conurbation renews its
support to the International Festival of Digital Cultures, PiXii, holding its 5 th edition from 19 to
24 June 2021.
La Rochelle is pleased to be teaming up with Doc Services for the 5th edition of PiXii Festival.
Usually set in the Espace Encan of La Rochelle, this Festival offers a unique and exceptional
opportunity to discover the most innovating audio-visual installations created with the latest
digital technologies.
This year edition offers a broader range of immersive experiences to the general public as well
as to the professionals of the cultural and creative industries. It will be running over 6 days instead
of the usual 4 and will highlight La Rochelle most-loved cultural and heritage sites.
The PiXii eXtended Tour features an amazing exhibition of the most innovative stories and digital
installations through new convergences of documentary, culture and immersive technologies.

For over a decade now, La Rochelle has been asserting itself as a territory of the moving image.
Already a favoured location of filmmakers for over a century with the likes of Denys de la Patellière,
Claude Sautet and Pierre Granier-Deferre, not to mention Patrick Grandperret, La Rochelle has
emerged as a showcase for the moving image industry.
Thanks to the quality of the amenities offered by Espace Encan and La Coursive, as well as the
hospitality and responsiveness of the local authorities, La Rochelle has convinced major cultural
and professional events like Sunny Side of the Doc to make it their home each year. Other events
are already firmly anchored on the territory, such as the La Rochelle Cinema Festival, the second
largest French festival in terms of attendance after Cannes with around 75,000 film-goers, the TV
Fiction Festival, the Escales Documentaires, or the Adventure Film Festival, the Japanese Film
Festival…

Press contact: Anne MICHON - +33 (0)6 17 01 43 72
La Rochelle Conurbation and Municipality - anne.michon@agglo-larochelle.fr
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